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Dr. Satish I. Hiremath, Mayor
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Bill Garner, Councilmember
Barry Gillaspie,Councilmember
Joe Hornat, Councilmember
Mary Snider, Councilmember
Steve Solomon,Councilmember

It’s that time of
year when
January’s wellintentioned
resolutions start to
fade, and we
become distracted
by daily responsibilities and
demands on our
time. Are New
Year’s resolutions doomed to failure?
Are they meaningless gestures? The
answer: Yes and No.

For Mayor and Councilmembers, call: (520) 229-4700

The power of choice lies within each of
us. We choose where to live. We choose
what to eat. We choose who to
befriend. We choose how to spend our
money. And yes, we choose whether or
not to follow through with our New
Year’s resolutions.

Interim Town Manager

For 2012, I would like to challenge the
citizens of Oro Valley to make a simple,
yet powerful choice: Choose to be kind.

Greg Caton (520) 229-4725
gcaton@orovalleyaz.gov

Communications Administrator/
Design & Production

When we choose to be kind, we find
ourselves making a positive difference
in the lives of others.

When we choose to be kind, we are
modeling good citizenship for the youth
of our community.
When we choose to be kind, we are
building upon personal integrity.
When we choose to be kind, we are
looking for and celebrating the good in
others.
When we choose to be kind, we open the
door to growth and possibilities.
When we choose to be kind, we are
showing respect for and placing value
on each individual.
Life is not without its challenges and
disappointments, but the power of
choice allows us to guide the situation
instead of being controlled by the
situation. The simple, uncomplicated
choice to be kind is perhaps the most
powerful choice of all.
Respectfully,
Dr. Satish I. Hiremath, Mayor

Misti Nowak (520) 229-4712
mnowak@orovalleyaz.gov

Copyright 2012 by the Town of Oro Valley.
All rights reserved.
Article ideas are welcome. Please direct all
inquiries to Misti Nowak, communications
administrator.

OV Council election date approaches
Six candidates vie for three seats

The Oro Valley Vista is a monthly publication
published by the Town of Oro Valley.

The following Oro Valley residents have submitted the
required nomination paperwork and petitions to be
candidates in the 2012 Primary Election for the Oro Valley
Town Council: Brendan M. Burns, Bill Garner, Mark Napier,
Fred Narcaroti, Steve Solomon and Mike Zinkin.

Town of Oro Valley
11000 N. La Cañada Drive
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
(520) 229–4700
www.orovalleyaz.gov

Three Town Council seats are up for election. The Primary
Election will be held March 13, 2012. The last day to
register to vote in the Primary is February 13, 2012.
Ballots will be mailed to registered voters on or about
February 16, 2012.

On the cover:
George Pusch and family at Steam Pump
Ranch, circa 1900. Photographer unknown.
www.orovalleyaz.gov

Primary Election
March 13, 2012
General Election
May 15, 2012

The General Election will be held May 15, 2012. The last
day to register to vote in the General Election is April 16,
2012. Ballots will be mailed to registered voters on or
about April 19, 2012.
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Cox, Rosenbaum named Volunteers of the Year
At its annual Volunteer Appreciation Reception on December 8, 2011, the Town of Oro Valley
named Don Cox and Jill Rosenbaum 2011 Man and Woman Volunteers of the year.

Don Cox

Don Cox was elected to the Town’s Planning and Zoning Commission in January 2011,
having served previously from 2000 to 2005. He has also served as Chairman of the Host
Committee for the annual Governor’s Statewide Development Conference. Don has
donated his time to focus on quality-of-life issues which impact our residents and has
assisted with a number of Dispose-A-Med events.
Don Cox

Jill Rosenbaum

Jill Rosenbaum began volunteering with the Oro Valley Police Department Citizen
Volunteer Assistance Program (CVAP) in May 2004, having earned more than
1,500 hours of service. She keeps the volunteer program operational, tracking all
volunteers and equipment and ensuring there are adequate supplies. Jill walks
each new volunteer through the required steps of the process.
Jill Rosenbaum (center), Councilmember Snider
(left) and Mayor Hiremath (right)

Historic
Preservation
Commission seeks
intern/volunteer
The mission of the Oro
Valley Historic Preservation
Commission is to promote
the educational, cultural
and economic welfare of
the Town of Oro Valley by
insuring the preservation of
historic buildings, districts,
landmarks, structures,
documents, photographs
and other artifacts. If you
are interested in a volunteer
position, please call 2294753.
All of the Town’s volunteer
opportunities may be
viewed online at
www.orovalleyaz.gov.

www.orovalleyaz.gov

Pierce named Pima Regional SWAT Operator of the Year
Oro Valley Police Officer Zachary Pierce has been named the Pima Regional SWAT
Operator of the Year by his peers on the Regional SWAT team. The T. J. Price Pima Regional
SWAT Team Member of the Year Award is given annually to the member of the team who
personifies the model SWAT officer, demonstrating outstanding leadership skills,
exceptional competency, humility, dedication and loyalty to the Team. “I am humbled to
be nominated by my peers for this award,” said Officer Pierce.
Officer Pierce has been with the Oro Valley Police Department (OVPD) for fourteen years.
He received his AA in Criminal Justice from Pima Community College and went to work
immediately for OVPD. His dream was to follow in his father’s footsteps and join the
Marines. Unfortunately, asthma prevented him from enlisting, so Pierce chose to serve his
community as a law enforcement officer. His service with OVPD has included three years
on patrol, one year on the narcotics task force and almost
ten years as a motorcycle officer.
Officer Pierce has been a member of SWAT for eleven years,
the past seven serving on the Regional SWAT team, of which
he is an original member.
Zach is married to his wife, Nicole. They have a
rescue pit bull mix, Trak, named after the police
academy driving track where he was found.
Congratulations to Officer Pierce on this
prestigious honor.

OVPD Officer Zach Pierce
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Shop Oro Valley:

Rubs Massage
Studio
10580 N. La Canada Dr., Suite. 100
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
Phone: (520) 544-7827
www.rubsmassage.com
Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Massage therapy is for
everyone! It is a simple way
to enhance the quality of
your life. Rubs Massage
Studio’s vision is to “refresh
and nourish the body and
spirit by providing quality
and affordable massages to
as many people as possible.”
Rubs ribbon-cutting ceremony, Jan. 12, 2012.
Rubs offers a wide variety of
services ranging from massages to facials. The therapists are passionate
about ensuring a results-oriented massage experience for your mind,
body and spirit.
Shelene Taylor, CEO of Rubs Massage Studio, began as a massage therapist in 1987 right here in Tucson. After only two months as a massage
therapist, Shelene had established a strong clientele with whom she
decided to open her own massage studio. With only drive, passion and
the will to succeed, Shelene worked around the clock seven days a week
to turn a one-studio massage business into a multi-studio, multi-million
dollar massage business.
In March of 2011, Shelene founded the International Association of
Massage Business (IAMBiz) dedicated to assisting massage business
entrepreneurs in building a successful business. As a member of the
association, entrepreneurs receive manuals, forms and contracts designed
specifically for the massage industry. Through the creation of IAMBiz,
Shelene provides shortcuts that can help massage business entrepreneurs
establish and accelerate a strong business.
“I have always wanted Rubs to come to Oro Valley, but business is all
about timing,” Shelene stated. Rubs Massage Studio’s recent move is due
in part to Mayor Hiremath’s philosophy on business: being committed to
seeing businesses succeed. She remarked, “That kind of support is
invaluable, and I am thrilled to be there.”
Each and every service a Rubs therapist provides is customized to meet
the client’s needs. While most clients venture to Rubs to alleviate stress,
massage therapy also helps relieve back, neck or shoulder pain, as well as
treat migraines and carpal tunnel.
If you are ready to experience the long lasting benefits of massage
therapy, lay back, relax and let your stress melt away at Rubs!

www.orovalleyaz.gov

Oro Valley Magistrate Court

Community
Restitution Program
The Oro Valley Magistrate Court
offers a community restitution
program, providing an opportunity
for eligible individuals to “work off”
their fine. This may include those
who have been ordered to pay a
fine on a misdemeanor charge or a
sanction on a traffic ticket they
received from the Oro Valley Police
Department. The program has been
in existence for 12 years and is at the
discretion of the Town’s Magistrate,
George Dunscomb.
Participatns in the Community
Restitution Program perform tasks
necessary to the Town’s
operation—tasks that might otherwise be contracted out or not done
at all due to budgetary constraints.
Defendants who have participated
in this program have completed
various assignments around Town
Hall, including painting a shed,
applying roof coating, assisting staff
with new landscaping, cleaning the
grounds and washing Oro Valley
Police Department vehicles. Last
year, 1091 hours were worked,
which satisfies $16,365 in fines.
“This is a win-win situation.” said
Judge Dunscomb. “Qualified
individuals who have limited or no
resources can satisfy their financial
obligations to the Court,
while helping the Town complete
work without dipping into the
Town’s budget. Additionally, the
court does not have to expend time
and resources on collecting the
amounts owed. The primary goal is
to get fines satisfied, and at the
same time, get as much value for
the Town as we can.”
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Steam Pump Ranch Tours - Free & open to the public
Saturday, February 4, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

In celebration of the Arizona Centennial, the Town of Oro Valley, the Oro
Valley Historic Preservation Commission and the Oro Valley Historical
Society will sponsor a tour of historic Steam Pump Ranch. This event will
take place on Saturday, Feb. 4, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. It is free and open to the
public. Guided tours will be given of the recently-restored Pusch ranch
house, built in the mid 1870s. There will also be fun activities for children.
The ranch property, which is now owned by the Town of Oro Valley, was
recently put on the National Register of Historic Places.
Join us for an afternoon of family-friendly activities, including: music,
cooking demonstrations, adobe brick making, horse shoeing demonstrations, horse-drawn wagon rides, a presentation on historic gardens,
period costumes, food booths, story-telling and informational displays.
Steam Pump Ranch got its name from the steam pump that was used to
pump water for the cattle. In the late 1800s, the Pusch ranching interests
extended north, almost to Florence, AZ, and there were an estimated
10,000 head of cattle. George Pusch, his wife Mathilda and their six
children lived at the ranch part of the year. The family also had a home in
Tucson, a butcher shop and a slaughterhouse.
Pusch served on the Territorial Legislature, and in 1910, he was one of five
men from Pima County to be elected to the Constitutional Convention.
Fifty-two delegates in all were elected to the Convention, which was held
in Phoenix, October to December,1910. These men drafted a Constitution
to make Arizona a State, which was eventually signed by President Taft on
February 14, 1912.

Centennial memorabilia now on display at the OV Public Library
Happy Birthday Arizona! On February 14, our state will turn 100
years old. In honor of this milestone, the Oro Valley Historial
Society has set up a showcase of Pusch memorabilia from the
1910 Constitutional Convention. The display will be available
for viewing through mid-March.
In 1910 George Pusch, who owned Steam Pump Ranch was
elected to the Constitutional Convention. He was one of five
delegates elected from Pima County. The 52 delegates elected
from all over the Arizona Territory were asked to write a constitution to make the territory a state. Despite problems and
delays, this document was submitted and approved by
Congress. On Feb. 14, 1912, President William Taft signed the
bill, making Arizona the 48th State in the Union.
Many of the featured items were donated to the Society by
Henry Zipf, (Pusch’s grandson) and the Zipf Family.

www.orovalleyaz.gov

President Taft signs Arizona into statehood
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Welcome winter rains
Monsoon rains can be unpredictable and dangerous at times. The year of
2011 was an extremely memorable year in relation to hazardous weather
across the United States. But as volatile as Arizona monsoons can be,
they potentially make up half of our annual precipitation which is around
10-12 inches. Winter rains on the other hand may still be variable at times
but they provide us with the slow soaking rain that “sticks.” What do the
winter rains mean forus? Rain is able to soak into our soil instead of
quickly running off as it does during the monsoon. Landscape plants will
require much less water from irrigation, if any, depending on the amount
of rain received. Native plants and wildlife depend on this rain also. So
relax and soak in the winter rains.

Winter water-saving tips
Monitor your water bill for unusually high use. Your bill and water meter
are tools that can help you discover leaks.
If your shower fills a one-gallon bucket in less than 20 seconds, replace
the showerhead with a water-efficient model. Check out the low flow
shower heads and aerators available at the Oro Valley Water Utility.
Save water by using a broom instead of a hose to clean your driveway,
sidewalk and patio.
Let your lawn go dormant during the winter. Dormant grass only needs
to be watered every three weeks or less if it rains.
Call for a one-time free water audit from the Oro Valley Water Utility at
229-5024. We will asses water use both inside and outside your home.
Save water and money!

Know the signs of over- and under-watering
your plants
Over-watering

-Soil is constantly damp
-Leaves turn a lighter shade of green or turn yellow
-Young shoots are wilted
-Leaves are green but brittle
-Mushrooms and algae are growing

Under-watering

-Soil is dry
-Older leaves turn yellow or brown or drop off
-Leaves are wilted
-Leaves curl
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